
      TOWN OF BOYLSTON 
         221 MAIN STREET 

        BOYLSTON, MA 01505 
  

508/869-0143 • FAX: 508/869-6210 
EMAIL- asteward@boylston-ma.gov 

             April C. Steward 

 
Town Administrator’s Report 

December 14, 2020 

  

1. Town Hall Closure:  Due to the increasing number of positive COVID-19 cases in our 

community, the decision was made to close Town Hall to the public effective Tuesday, 

December 8th.  Staff is available by phone or by email and will be able to conduct in-

person business by appointment only.  The Town of Boylston moved into the red category 

on Thursday, December 10th, with 38 positive cases within the last two weeks and a 

positivity rate of 6.67% over the last 14 days. 

The Commonwealth released its weekly public health report last Thursday, and it shows 

that our residents are currently at a dangerously high-risk from COVID-19. The rate of 

COVID cases locally is much higher than the state’s average. We need to do more to 

protect our families, loved ones, and community. You can save a life by taking action. 

Please take steps now: 

• Wear a mask when outside, or inside shared spaces where you can’t keep a safe 

distance from others 

• Wash your hands often. 

• Keep gatherings small – even with family and friends and make sure everyone 

wears a mask and keeps a safe distance.  

• Don't share food or drinks. 

• Stay home if you feel sick. 

• Follow travel quarantine guidelines. 

• Get tested. 

For more information on how to stop the spread of COVID-19, visit Mass.gov/StopCOVID19   

2. Town Hall Updates:  Our Facilities Technician has drawn up plans to replace the existing 

Board of Health storage unit with an ADA compliant bathroom for the lower level of 

Town Hall.  The update would also allow for access to the archives room without needing 

to pass through the Food Pantry.  The BOH storage space will be relocated to existing 

storage along the main corridor in the lower level.   

The plans to relocate Parks and Recreation, and the Council on Aging offices have also 

been drafted.  Both offices would have their own office space and would share the larger 

area as needed.  Eventually, we will be looking to move the Council on Aging department 

to the Town House and the entire area downstairs could be utilized by the Parks and 

Recreation Department.   

3. Governor Baker's Amendments to Senate Bill 2963 (Police Reform):  Bill 2963, all 129 

pages, landed on the Governor’s desk on December 1st.  The \Governor has since sent it 

back with amendments to the Senate and the House of Representatives.  I have attached 
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the signed policing amendment letter in your packet.  I will be keeping an eye on this 

piece of legislation and will keep you advise on updates as they occur.   

4. Remote Work:  We were able to pull through with remote working, however, the 

consensus I received from most of the departments is it is better and more effective to 

work from our own office space.  The computers work great, however, with no access to 

a printer/scanner and not being able to access mail, it is better to work in the offices and 

restrict access to the public whenever it is deemed necessary. 

5. Mailboxes on Maple Way:  The snowstorm last week put the newly adopted mailbox 

claims policy to the test.  Unfortunately, the heavy wet snow exiting from the town plow 

up in the Pleasant Hill Farms subdivision caused damage to several mailboxes.  Although 

there has been assertations that the mailboxes were damaged by the snowplow itself, I 

have not seen any evidence of that with the pictures that I have received.  I reached out 

to the manufacturer of the mailboxes, Yankee Mailbox, and they have been unresponsive. 

Our Highway Department personnel take great pride in the work that they do.  Many of 

them are residents that live in this community and would never intentionally drive town 

equipment in a reckless, half-hazard manner.  There has been one resident who submitted 

a claim.  The Highway Superintendent has approved the claim. 

 

 

Submitted, 

 

 

 

April C. Steward 

Town Administrator   



Massachusetts Department of Public Health COVID-19 Dashboard – Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Count and Rate of Confirmed COVID-19 Cases and Tests Performed in MA by City/Town, January 1, 2020 – 

December 8, 2020  

Data are current as of 11:59pm on 12/08/2020; For populations <50,000, <5 cases are reported as such or suppressed for confidentiality purposes.  1 For the calculations used to delineate Grey, 

Green, Yellow, and Red, please see table on page 24.  2Number of new cases occurring over the current two-week period (11/22/2020 – 12/05/2020) compared to the previous two-week period 

(11/15/2020 – 11/28/2020).  Higher=number of new cases in the current two-week period higher than the number of new cases during the last two-week period.   Lower=number of new cases in 

the current two-week period lower than number of new cases during the last two-week period.  No change=number of new cases in current two-week period is equal to the number of new cases 

during the last two-week period.  3Change in percent positivity compared to the previous week’s (12/3/2020) report.  No Change= <0.10% difference in the percent positivity.  DPH calculates rates 

per 100,000 population using denominators estimated by the University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute using a modified Hamilton-Perry model (Strate S, et al. Small Area Population Estimates 

for 2011 through 2020, report, Oct 2016.)  As of 11/5/2020, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health is using the 2019 population estimates, the most current available data.   Please note: 

Data for these tables are based on information available in the DPH surveillance database at a single point in time. Case counts for specific cities and towns change throughout the day as data 

cleaning occurs (removal of duplicate reports within the system) and new demographic information (assigning cases to their city or town of residence) is obtained.   
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Bolton 58 13 18.37 Lower 4967 616 13 2.11% No Change 

Boston 30808 4468 46.06 Higher 1633574 177922 5024 2.82% Higher 

Bourne 384 76 25.82 Higher 17559 1989 81 4.07% Higher 

Boxborough 67 13 18.30 Lower 4075 482 13 2.70% Lower 

Boxford 175 58 54.22 Higher 7259 1001 67 6.69% Higher 

Boylston 98 35 55.69 Higher 4345 570 38 6.67% Higher 

Braintree 1531 266 47.91 Higher 41497 6381 286 4.48% Higher 

Brewster 158 17 12.23 Higher 7140 1050 18 1.71% Higher 

Bridgewater 787 178 44.43 Higher 32730 3809 196 5.15% Higher 

Brimfield 51 14 26.83 Higher 2482 296 14 4.73% Higher 

Brockton 6990 772 55.57 Higher 97472 10144 848 8.36% Higher 

Brookfield 63 14 27.11 Higher 2483 263 14 5.32% Lower 

Brookline 862 120 13.24 Higher 96180 12142 136 1.12% Higher 

Buckland 21 5 19.43 Higher 199 23 5 21.74% Higher 

Burlington 648 151 38.77 Higher 22402 3071 163 5.31% Higher 

Cambridge 2192 350 22.32 Higher 380497 41023 414 1.01% Higher 

Canton 588 75 23.12 Higher 25527 2916 84 2.88% Higher 
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12/9/2020 Incidence Rate Color Table
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Massachusetts Department of Public Health COVID-19 Dashboard - 
Average Daily Incidence Rate per 100,000 Color Calculations

Thursday, December 10, 2020

As of 11/5, DPH is using 2019 population estimates derived from a method developed by the University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute.  
The 2019 estimates are the most currently available data. 24



Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences
± 1 inch = 20 miles

* Data as of 08DEC2020
and are subject to change.

* Unknown Official City/Town (N = 16,211)
Cases are excluded when City/Town is unknown.

Two Week Testing Rate
(State = 15,158.66)

No Reported Persons Tested
1,251.30 - 7,227.05
7,227.06 - 8,966.96
8,966.97 - 10,123.28
10,123.29 - 11,855.69
11,855.70 - 14,582.18
14,582.19 - 42,323.28

Massachusetts Department of Public Health COVID-19 Dashboard - Thursday, December 10, 2020
Testing Rate (per 100,000, PCR only) for COVID-19 

in MA by City/Town Over Last Two Weeks
11/22/2020 - 12/05/2020
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